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PREAMBLE 

WE ARE REPUBLICANS BECAUSE:  

We believe the strength of our naAon lies with our faith and reliance on God our 
Creator, the individual, and the family; and that each person's dignity, freedom, ability 
and responsibility must be honored.  

We believe we are inheritors of a disAnct Western CivilizaAon and that our tradiAonal 
culture safeguards our idenAty as a free people. 

We believe in American ExcepAonalism. 

We believe the United States of America is unlike any other country on earth. 

We believe the United States ConsAtuAon is the greatest and most inspired document to 
govern a naAon, and the republican form of government it gives us, (U.S. Const. Art. IV 
§4), is the best guarantor of freedom in history.  

We believe in equal rights, equal jusAce and equal opportunity for all, regardless of race, 
creed, sex, age or disability.  

We believe human life begins at concepAon and is protected by the unalienable rights 
endowed by our Creator along with the fundamental right to life and shall not be 
infringed upon. 

We believe free enterprise and encouraging individual iniAaAve have brought this 
NaAon opportunity, economic growth and prosperity.  

We believe government must pracAce fiscal responsibility, and that taxpayers shall allow 
the government only the money necessary to provide appropriate funcAons.  

We believe that our Founding Fathers gave us a government that is a servant of the 
people, not our master. The proper role of government is to provide for the people only 
those criAcal funcAons, which individuals or private organizaAons cannot perform. 

We believe the most effecAve, responsible, responsive government is government 
closest to the people, and the sovereignty of the state must be protected. That 
government is best that governs least.  

We believe Idahoans must protect the principles and values that have made us strong. 

We believe Idahoans value and should preserve our naAonal strength and pride while 
working to promote peace, freedom and human rights throughout the world.  

We believe the protecAon of individual rights is upheld when personal responsibility for 
behavior is exercised. 

We believe the Republican Party is the best vehicle for translaAng these ideals into 
posiAve and successful principles of government.  

We therefore adopt the following Pla2orm: 
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ARTICLE I.  RESPONSIBILITY IN GOVERNMENT 

Sec>on 1.  Fiscal Responsibility 

A. The Idaho Republican Party recognizes that all government is financed by taxing 
its ciAzens.  We believe the size and cost of government, as well as the naAonal 
debt, must be reduced. 

B. We believe Social Security must be stabilized, diversified, and privaAzed to allow 
expansion of individual reArement opAons. 

C. We believe in a balanced budget and support congressional acAon to pass a 
balanced budget amendment. 

D. We believe the unnecessary growth of government has a negaAve impact on 
both the conduct of business and our individual lives.  We endorse the review of 
all government programs and encourage their assumpAon by private enterprise 
or local government where appropriate and workable.  Programs which are not 
cost effecAve or have outlived their usefulness should be terminated. 

E. We expect the government enAty which mandates a program to provide the 
funding for its implementaAon. 

Sec>on 2.  Taxa>on 

A. We support lower federal, state, and local taxes.  High taxes are a burden on 
businesses, families, and individuals. 

B. We believe that tax reducAons can be achieved by cu_ng spending on every 
level: federal, state, and local.  We believe that lower taxes will result in 
increased revenue to the government as the private sector will thrive. 

C. We believe Idaho’s tax structure should be predictable, fair, and balanced; and 
that the combinaAon of our income, sales, and property taxes will conAnue to 
provide a stable, dependable source of income for governmental needs. 

D. We support true government transparency that allows the public to review all 
local, state, and federal government expenditures, contracts, and audits online.  
We support uniform accounAng systems that allow taxpayers to compare and 
analyze government spending trends. 

E. We believe that Idaho CiAzens should not and or shall not be taxed for federally 
mandated health care. 

F. We believe voter’s approval should be required prior to approval of debt-
financed city projects.  Municipal laws that allow public dollars to be converted 
to private use and government enAAes to compete against the private sector or 
divert public money to special projects without support of the taxpayer, must be 
repealed.  

G. We support the total aboliAon of inheritance taxes.  
H. We support a comprehensive overhaul of the federal tax system requiring 

universal parAcipaAon. 
I. We support the repeal of the 16th Amendment of the ConsAtuAon of the United 

States of America.  
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Sec>on 3.  Reform of Congress 

A. The Idaho Republican Party support an overhaul of the legislaAve process in 
congress to allow (1) more Ame for members to study legislaAon; (2) more 
opportunity for ciAzens to tesAfy at hearings; (3) debate on legislaAon before the 
members, rather than speeches in empty chambers for the C-span audience; (4) 
objecAons to the inclusion of unrelated subject mader in a single bill, (5) more 
oversight and transparency in the earmark process, and an end to abuse and use 
of earmarks for financial gain to a member; (6) and a more orderly process for 
consideraAon of legislaAon, similar to that of the Idaho Legislature. 

B. Idaho Republicans will conAnue to lead the fight to reduce the growth of 
government bureaucracy and promote private enterprise and individual iniAaAve 
in the marketplace as the soluAon to our domesAc policy challenges. 

C. We support restoraAon of the consAtuAon’s checks and balances that protects 
the rights and sovereignty of the states by repealing the 17th amendment.   

Sec>on 4.  Sound Currency 

A. We recognize the failure of the Federal Reserve System to maintain a sound U.S. 
dollar and the danger of mercanAle banks controlling the issuance of our 
currency.  We believe the Federal Reserve Bank should be abolished and the 
issuing power restored to the people with the sApulaAon that the U.S. dollar be 
backed by gold and silver.  We believe Idahoans need to protect their savings 
from the ravages of inflaAon, which is hidden taxaAon, and encourage ciAzens to 
parAcipate in a systemaAc acquisiAon of precious metals which represent real 
value as opposed to paper currencies.  

Sec>on 5.  State Legislature 

A. We encourage conAnued strong support for our state legislature, directed by 
Republicans for more than three decades, as well as our elected consAtuAonal 
officers, and for the manner in which they work together to balance the budget 
and improve Idaho’s economy. 

B. We support the current move to zero-based budgeAng or other appropriate 
budgeAng techniques.  We believe growth can be adained in a sound, 
responsible manner by holding taxes down, granAng business incenAves, and 
refusing to grant excessive demands for increased spending. 

C.  We support reducAon of Idaho’s income tax rates, and encourage a reducAon in 
property taxes whenever possible. 

D. We believe the State of Idaho should strongly assert its sovereignty under the 
10th amendment to the U. S. ConsAtuAon.  It has now come about that the 
accumulated usurpaAons by the Federal Government of Idaho’s state sovereignty 
has reached a point of complete intolerance.  The Idaho Republican Party hereby 
recommends that the Idaho Legislature and Governor nullify any and all exisAng 
and future unconsAtuAonal federal mandates, federal court opinions, and laws, 
funded or unfunded, that infringe on Idaho’s 10th Amendment sovereignty.  We 
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also recommend that the State of Idaho conAnue to request funding and 
assistance from the Federal Government, which complies with the ConsAtuAonal 
provision of the 10th Amendment, and recommend that the State of Idaho resist 
the withholding of federal funds as a means of forced compliance with the 
unconsAtuAonal federal mandates and laws. 

E. We support the right of every qualified ciAzen to seek elecAve office, affirm the 
right of voters to vote for the candidate of their choice, recognize the need for 
experience and insAtuAonal memory in elecAve office, and oppose the 
imposiAon of term limits in Idaho. 

F. We support amending the Idaho ConsAtuAon, ArAcle III, § 2 as follows: Strike 
paragraph (2) and amend as follows: 

Whenever there is reason to reapporAon the legislature or to provide for new 
congressional district boundaries in the state, or both, because of a new 
federal census or because of a decision of a court of competent jurisdicAon, a 
commission for reapporAonment shall be formed on order of the secretary of 
state. The commission shall be composed of six members to be appointed as 
follows: 
a. The leaders of the two largest poliAcal parAes of each house of the 

legislature shall each designate one member; 
b. The state chairmen of the two largest poliAcal parAes, determined by the 

vote cast for governor in the last gubernatorial elecAon, shall each 
designate one member; 

c. However, for a poliAcal party to be eligible to appoint members to the 
commission as provided in subparagraphs (a) and (b) the poliAcal party 
must saAsfy at least one of the following requirements: 

i. Average of at least twenty two percent of all the ballots cast in 
four of the previous primary elecAons 

ii. Elected at least two consAtuAonal officers in the preceding ten 
years 

d. In the event only one poliAcal party saAsfies a requirement to be eligible 
to appoint members to the commission the remaining three members 
shall be appointed by the eligible poliAcal party’s state central commidee; 

e. In the event any appoinAng authority does not select the members within 
fijeen calendar days following the secretary of state’s order to form the 
commission, such members shall be appointed by the Supreme Court. No 
member of the commission may be an elected or appointed official in the 
state of Idaho at the Ame of designaAon or selecAon; 

G. We believe the Legislature should present amendments to the people with the 
ballot language idenAcal to the language of the amendment.  

Sec>on 6.  Honest Elec>ons and the Electoral College 

A. We oppose the NaAonal Popular Vote Interstate Compact and any other scheme 
to abolish or distort the procedures of the Electoral College. An unconsAtuAonal 
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effort to impose NaAonal Popular Vote would be a grave threat to our federal 
system and a guarantee of corrupAon, as every ballot box in every state would 
offer a chance to steal the United States presidency. We urge the Idaho State 
Legislature to oppose any adempts to modify the Electoral College or adopt the 
NaAonal Popular Vote Interstate Compact. 

ARTICLE II.  CITIZEN INVOLVEMENT IN GOVERNMENT  

The Idaho Republican Party believes that government works best when its ciAzens 
become acAvely involved. The Party encourages all ciAzens to engage in healthy debate 
on all issues that will increase ciAzen control of government.  

Sec>on 1:  We encourage all ciAzens to educate themselves in consAtuAonal 
government and to be full parAcipants in the poliAcal process.  

Sec>on 2:  We seek to heighten the level of discourse by encouraging all office holders, 
candidates and ciAzens to be civil, dignified, honest and forthright in their discussions, 
acAons, statements and poliAcal processes. This includes the acAons of special interest 
groups who provide support for or against any Idaho candidate.  

Sec>on 3:  We believe Primary elecAons in the Idaho Republican Party should be open 
to all people who have affiliated as Republicans at least one year prior to the primary 
elecAon and who support a vast majority of the Idaho Republican Pla4orm. To allow 
those who have no loyalty or allegiance to the Idaho Republican Party or its pla4orm and 
ResoluAons to select our candidates is simply not proper. 

 ARTICLE III.  EDUCATION 

The Idaho Republican Party recognizes that the future of this great state lies with our 
faith and reliance on God our Creator, in our strong efforts to uphold family values, and 
in the quality of educaAon provided for its ciAzens. We believe that successful educaAon 
is a joint responsibility of the individual, the family, and the community. As with 
government in general, we believe the most effecAve, responsible and responsive 
educaAonal system is that system closest to the people.  

Sec>on 1:  We recognize the importance of early childhood educaAon.  We also believe 
individuals, families and private sector best meet the needs of early childhood 
educaAon.  Only in the rarest of situaAons should government assume the 
responsibiliAes reserved to parents. 

A. Our Na>on’s Founding Documenta>on in Public Educa>on - The United States 
of America was founded on legal, poliAcal and economic systems based on 
Judeo-ChrisAan principles. We support curricula whose foundaAon, text and 
supplemental documentaAon are the original founding documents, including the 
DeclaraAon of Independence, the United States ConsAtuAon, and Founders’ 
wriAngs. 
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B. Religious Freedom in Public Schools - We believe that school administrators and 
officials should not infringe on Idaho school students’ and staff’s 1st Amendment 
rights to pray and engage in religious speech, individually or in groups, on school 
property without government interference. We believe the legislature should 
end censorship of discussion of religion in our founding documents and 
encourage discussing those documents, including the Bible as their basis. 
Students and district personnel have the right to display religious items on school 
property. 

Sec>on 2:  We believe parents have the right to educate their children at home, that 
court rulings that undermine these rights devalue the important role of parents and 
family in a child’s educaAon. 

Sec>on 3:  We believe in improving the quality of educaAon for every child by 
maximizing parental choice. This will be accomplished through money following 
students to their parent’s school of choice. We support all educaAonal environments 
desired by parents including public charter schools, public virtual charter schools, 
homeschools, schooling at home, microschools, learning pods, co-ops, private and 
parochial schools, and accountable public school systems. 

Sec>on 4:  We believe all students are enAtled to our support, and to fair and equitable 
funding and therefore strongly support the adopAon of a change to Idaho’s public school 
funding formula that includes school choice through an educaAon savings account and 
more evenly distributes state funds while holding our rural schools harmless. Nothing in 
this secAon compels a family to receive in any way government support. 

Sec>on 5:  We support efforts to improve our public school system, including 
introducing market forces to our school system and providing our public school system 
and its leaders with ample discreAon in hiring decisions and how to best spend the funds 
provided to it by taxpayers to meet local needs. We also recognize that more 
government spending does not necessarily generate improved schools. 

Sec>on 6:  We strongly support professional technical and conAnuing educaAon 
programs that provide career readiness and college preparaAon.  

Sec>on 7:  We recognize the importance of Idaho's higher educaAon system in 
conAnuing the educaAon of our ciAzens. The educaAon and research that occurs at our 
insAtuAons of higher learning contributes substanAally to a vigorous economy, 
heightened compeAAon and a vibrant parAcipatory government.  

Sec>on 8:  We are strongly opposed to any social jusAce indoctrinaAon that may occur 
at any level of Idaho’s educaAon system and support policy and financial measures to 
prohibit universiAes, colleges or public schools from incorporaAng social jusAce 
indoctrinaAon theories (i.e. criAcal race theory, transformaAve social emoAonal learning, 
diversity, equity and inclusion, replacement theory, queer theory, etc.) into their policies, 
curriculum and/or course materials. 
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Sec>on 9:  We are proud of our many dedicated, professional teachers and educators 
who have commided their lives to educaAng Idaho's children. We value the contribuAon 
our teachers make to our society. We support the efforts to reward great teachers for 
their hard work. We support incenAves for teachers, so that our best educators are 
willing to remain in the classroom and work with our children. We believe that teachers 
should be treated like professionals and compensated at a level commensurate with 
their abiliAes and in a manner that rewards quality instrucAon, not Ame in the 
profession or amount of educaAon. 

Sec>on 10:  We believe that in order for public educaAon to be successful, schools and 
families should work together with mutual respect and cooperaAon. We believe parental 
rights are paramount and that parents have the God given right to direct their child’s 
educaAon. This includes the right to decide what their children are learning, the right to 
inspect any educaAonal materials used in the educaAon of their child. The right to 
determine their child’s health, safety, and medical treatment including masks and 
vaccinaAons, and the right to visit their child’s classroom with limited restricAons. These 
rights should be enumerated in Idaho Code. 

Sec>on 11:  We recognize the increasing role of technology in society. We encourage 
policymakers and educators to be leaders in promoAng such new opportuniAes, while 
ensuring data privacy for students and parents. 

Sec>on 12:  We believe in accountability for those who are making decisions about the 
public educaAon and higher educaAon system in Idaho and therefore support the direct 
elecAon of the members of the Idaho State Board of EducaAon on a regional basis 
thereby providing each of Idaho a voice. 

ARTICLE IV.  AGRICULTURE 

The Idaho Republican Party believes a strong and viable agricultural industry is one of 
the most important cornerstones in the foundaAon of our state, naAonal, and global 
economy and security.  

Sec>on 1:  We believe agricultural educaAon and awareness is vital to creaAng and 
maintaining a strong and vital agricultural industry.  

Sec>on 2:  We believe Idaho’s farmers and ranchers should be able to compete freely 
and trade fairly in foreign markets. We recognize that the primary funcAon of 
government in agriculture should be service, research, and the promoAon of markets. 
We oppose the use of an embargo of agricultural products as an instrument of foreign 
policy.  

Sec>on 3:  We recognize that water is vital to Idaho agriculture and other industries. We 
believe modificaAon of Idaho's historic water laws must be considered with extreme 
cauAon. The federal government shall not infringe upon state jurisdicAon over Idaho 
water.   
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Sec>on 4:  We endorse the preservaAon and strengthening of the family farm unit as the 
foundaAon of agriculture and one of the basic strengths of this naAon.  

ARTICLE V.  WATER  

The Idaho Republican Party recognizes the criAcal importance of water to this state. We 
will aggressively defend Idaho's right to appropriate and manage water within its own 
borders without interference from the federal government.  

Sec>on 1:  We support conAnued federal and state legislaAon to prevent inter-basin 
transfer of Idaho's water to other areas.  

Sec>on 2:  We encourage policies that will more fully use and develop our water while 
supporAng the Idaho state law of prior appropriaAon, based on the principle of "first in 
Ame is first in right" for the benefit of all Idahoans.  

Sec>on 3:  We believe that safeguards exist to protect Idaho's scenic and recreaAonal 
rivers without creaAng more restricAons or regulaAons on Idaho's river system.  

Sec>on 4:  We call upon the federal government to cease and desist from calling on 
further water for flow augmentaAon for fish conservaAon unAl the benefit of this use 
has been proven by unequivocal, thorough scienAfic research. Further, Idaho waters can 
only be approved for out-of-state use by legislaAve acAon by the State of Idaho from 
willing sellers through established rental pools.  

Sec>on 5:  We support increased retenAon of Idaho water through recharge and the 
acquisiAon of new reservoir sites.  

Sec>on 6:  We support the quality of private life and economic stability of Idaho families, 
communiAes, and industries, and oppose removal or breaching of exisAng dams.  

Sec>on 7:  We support all legal opposiAon to any and all efforts to usurp Idaho's 
sovereignty over water within Idaho borders. Further, we support the Adorney General 
in defending the state’s posiAon on these and all other water issues, and support the 
State Legislature in conAnuing to adequately fund the Idaho ConsAtuAonal Defense 
Fund.  

ARTICLE VI.  NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT  

The Idaho Republican Party recognizes that the beauAful and frui4ul land that we have 
been given by God, our creator, must be properly cared for to ensure that its rich 
blessings will conAnue to be enjoyed for generaAons to come.  

Sec>on 1:  We believe that it is ulAmately the individual’s responsibility to act as 
stewards of their environment. The quality of our natural environment should be 
protected, and enhanced, while allowing reasonable, orderly growth with emphasis on 
mulAple uses, local control, and minimal government regulaAon.   
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Sec>on 2:  We believe the administraAon of federal environmental policy must be 
modified. These policies must give equal consideraAon to potenAal human suffering 
caused by restricAon or eliminaAon of basic human needs such as jobs, energy and 
overall quality of life. We support federal and state measures to reestablish the primacy 
of state government for implementaAon of environmental policy.  

Sec>on 3:  We discourage internaAonal regulaAons on industry which adempt to halt 
the producAon of certain industrial byproducts. Instead, we encourage ciAzens to adopt 
buying habits that promote a clean earth.  

Sec>on 4:  We recognize Idaho’s need for the uAlizaAon of natural resources for Idaho’s 
economic growth and for the benefit of all Idahoans. The dimensions and boundaries of 
our wilderness area should be determined by Idahoans. The remaining road less areas 
should be released for mulAple uses.  

Sec>on 5:  We advocate congressional acAon to limit presidenAal authority in creaAng or 
expanding naAonal parks and monuments pursuant to the AnAquiAes Act.  

Sec>on 6:  We support the concept of forest health because it promotes long-term land 
use including livestock grazing, Amber, wildlife, improved air quality, recreaAon, mining 
and all other beneficial forest uses for the people of Idaho.  

Sec>on 7:  We encourage the State of Idaho to seek authority to oversee the uAlizaAon 
of natural resources on federal lands within the state. 

ARTICLE VII.  ENERGY 

Sec>on 1:  The Idaho Republican Party believes that the United States shall at all Ame 
strives to become energy independent.  

Sec>on 2:  We strongly support energy policies that encourage research and 
development of our energy resources, including natural gas, hydroelectric power, 
petroleum, nuclear energy, and new technologies.  

Sec>on 3:  We support efforts to reduce our dependence on foreign oil. We support 
efforts to increase American exploraAon and producAon of American crude oil and 
natural gas, and support voluntary efforts to improve efficiencies and promote 
conservaAon. Congress must end its ban on American energy exploraAon on U.S. soil 
and on the Outer ConAnental Shelf and provide for addiAonal American refining 
capacity. We must make America’s resources available to U.S. ciAzens.  

Sec>on 4:  Idaho has the lowest electrical rates of the fijy states. Nothing should be 
done in the deregulaAon process that might raise those rates.  

Sec>on 5:  The benefits of hydroelectric power should be retained for the ciAzens of 
Idaho.  

Sec>on 6:  We oppose any mandated deregulaAon that would negaAvely impact rate 
payers.  

Idaho Republican Party Pla4orm  
Adopted July 16, 2022



Sec>on 7:  We support the Center for Advanced Energy Studies (CAES) and other 
coordinated efforts in energy research and development, and their applicaAons to the 
uAliAes industry within Idaho.  

ARTICLE VIII.  IDAHO NATIONAL LABORATORIES  

The Idaho Republican Party believes in the great importance of the Idaho NaAonal 
Laboratory (INL) as one of the State’s largest private employers, its importance to our 
naAon’s defense, and to energy and other technology research and development.  

Sec>on 1:  We support research and development programs that provide safe, 
economical nuclear power. We further support new nuclear technology that has greater 
safety, produces less waste, and resists proliferaAon.  

Sec>on 2:  We encourage our congressional delegaAon, the state, DOE and INL 
management to assure conAnued research and development, transfer of technology, 
new missions, and development of alternaAve energy treatments and storage methods. 

ARTICLE IX.  PRIVATE PROPERTY RIGHTS  

The Republican Party believes in the Fijh Amendment to the United States ConsAtuAon: 
"No person shall be ... deprived of life, liberty, or property without due process of law; 
nor shall private property be taken for public use, without just compensaAon." We 
oppose any federal, state or local regulaAon that would diminish a property owner's 
right to develop his property.   

ARTICLE X.  STATE AND FEDERAL LANDS  

The Idaho Republican Party believes that due to state and federal governments 
administering the majority of Idaho lands, we need to limit and reduce the amount of 
land owned or administered by the federal government. We believe Idaho should 
manage and administer all state and federal lands.  

ARTICLE XI.  WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT  

The Idaho Republican Party recognizes the value of wildlife resources for the state.  

Sec>on 1:  We encourage the Idaho Department of Fish and Game to manage fish and 
wildlife to enhance fishing, hunAng and hunAng opportuniAes for Idahoans and the 
tourist industry, while respecAng private property rights of landowners.  

Sec>on 2:  We oppose federal designaAons which restrict or eliminate hunAng, fishing, 
and recreaAonal access to lands in Idaho.  

Sec>on 3:  We oppose the reintroducAon of wolves and grizzlies into Idaho. We support 
managed control of these predators through the Idaho Fish and Game Department. 
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ARTICLE XII.  ECONOMY  

The Idaho Republican Party believes that economic growth is the key to enhancing the 
quality of life our people so richly deserve. Fiscal responsibility in the form of balanced 
state and federal budgets is essenAal to achieve this goal. A compeAAve market, free of 
undue governmental compeAAon, restricAon, coercion, or interference, is criAcal to 
Idaho’s economic well-being.  

Sec>on 1:  Commerce and Industry  

A. We encourage the broadening and strengthening of Idaho’s commerce and 
industry, including but not limited to agriculture, Amber, mining, manufacturing, 
processing, technology, tourism and other industries.  

B. We encourage the responsible use of our natural resources to broaden and 
enhance Idaho’s economy. We Support innovaAve and responsible programs by 
industry to reduce polluAon in every pracAcal way. Government should intervene 
only where such efforts fail or must be supplemented by law.  

C. We endorse economic development and expansion in Idaho and pledge to make 
every effort to provide a business climate that will adract such growth.  

Sec>on 2:  Support for Small Business  

A. We recognize the important role of small businesses in Idaho’s economy and that 
we must maintain a regulatory environment where small business is allowed to 
thrive. Excessive regulatory requirements must be reduced and eliminated.  

B. We support a tax code that is simple, fair and equitable.  
C. We support a business environment that promotes development and expansion 

of businesses in Idaho and eliminates all onerous repressive government 
regulaAon.  

Sec>on 3:  Labor 

A. We believe that both the employer and employee share a joint responsibility for 
maintaining a safe work environment without excessive regulaAon.  

B. We support educaAon and professional technical educaAon to develop a well-
trained workforce.  

C. We believe that public employees should be hired, retained and promoted based 
on individual merit, and that they should be fairly and equitably compensated 
comparable to private industry.  

Sec>on 4:  Transporta>on  

We believe transportaAon is an integral part of our commerce and industry, and it must 
meet the unique needs of Idaho. We believe transportaAon decisions and funds should 
be managed at the local and state level. 
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ARTICLE XIII.  HEALTH AND WELFARE  

The Idaho Republican Party recognizes the need for effecAve and accessible health care 
for all individuals. RegulaAons that forbid Idahoans from buying insurance across state 
lines should be eliminated.  

Sec>on 1:  Private Enterprise Health Care Delivery System  

We support a private enterprise health care delivery system that provides cost-effecAve, 
quality health care with minimal government regulaAon.  

Sec>on 2:   Pa>ent Protec>on and Affordable Healthcare Act 

A. We oppose socialized medicine and government mandated health insurance. 
B. We support the repeal of the PaAent ProtecAon and Affordable Healthcare Act in 

its enArety.  

Sec>on 3:  General Principles for Health Care  

A. Conscience Clause- All persons and legal enAAes have the right of conscience and 
should be protected under Idaho law if they conscienAously object to parAcipate 
in pracAces that conflict with their moral or religious beliefs. This includes, but is 
not limited to, aborAon, the prescripAon for and dispensing of drugs with 
aborAfacient potenAal, vaccinaAon, human cloning, embryonic stem cell 
research, eugenic screenings, euthanasia, assisted suicide, harmful fuAle 
procedures, and the withdrawal of nutriAon and hydraAon.  

B. We believe the primary responsibility for the health and welfare of our ciAzens 
resides with the individual and their families.  

C. We support freedom of choice and personal responsibility in all medical 
decisions, including providers and treatments. Medicine should have a “level 
playing field” for all treatment and branches of medicine.  

D. We support as supreme the authority of parents in all medical decisions for their 
children, including providers and treatments.  

E. All persons receiving healthcare should have legal capacity to give informed 
consent and should be so situated as to be able to exercise free power of choice 
without the intervenAon of any element of force, fraud, deceit, duress, 
overreaching, or other ulterior form of constraint or coercion. 

Sec>on 4:  Health Savings Accounts and Insurance  

A. We believe that individual responsibility for health care should be encouraged 
through medical savings accounts and other viable free market alternaAves.  

B. We support the rights of individuals to select their health care and insurance 
provider.  

C. We believe health and welfare programs should be administered with a 
minimum of bureaucracy and the goal of helping all recipients return to a self-
sustaining and producAve life.  

Sec>on 5:  Child Support  
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We support enforcement of child support laws to assure the restoraAon of parental 
responsibility and the enhancement of financial security for children. 

ARTICLE XIV.  AMERICAN FAMILY  

The Idaho Republican Party believes that tradiAonal family values are the foundaAon of 
our naAon. Families, not government programs, are the best way to properly nurture 
and protect our children, care for our elderly, preserve and perpetuate our cultural and 
spiritual heritage, and assure that our tradiAonal values are transmided to the next 
generaAon. Many of the ills of society can be adributed to the breakdown of the family. 
We believe the tradiAonal family to be the basic unit of society.  

Sec>on 1:  Government’s Role  

A. We believe that state and federal social and fiscal programs should reinforce 
parental responsibility and authority, and not promote or reward the 
disintegraAon of the family.  

B. We support a tax system that strengthens a family's economic ability to care for 
and support its members.  

Sec>on 2:  Tradi>onal Marriage  

A. We call upon Idaho government officials and legislators to protect the tradiAonal 
family and use all means possible to prevent expansion of the definiAon of 
marriage beyond that of a bond between one man and one woman. We 
recognize that the definiAon of marriage and its administraAon is not subject to 
federal authority and that Idaho is authorized to nullify any federal congressional 
act, federal mandate or court opinion that is contrary to tradiAonal marriage. 

B. We recognize tradiAonal marriage without the issuance of a marriage license for 
those who for religious purposes object to the role of the state in licensing 
tradiAonal marriage. 

Sec>on 3:  Right to Life  

A. We affirm that aborAon is murder from the moment of ferAlizaAon. All children 
should be protected regardless of the circumstances of concepAon, including 
persons conceived in rape and incest. The federal judiciary played the tyrant in 
dozens of Supreme Court pro-aborAon opinions since Roe v. Wade up to the 
Dobbs decision, and Idaho has the sovereign authority to defy the federal 
judiciary should they once again propose the ficAon that aborAon is a federal 
consAtuAonal right. We support the criminalizaAon of all murders by aborAon 
within the state’s jurisdicAon. We also support strengthening the Idaho 
ConsAtuAon’s declaraAon of the right to life for preborn children. 

B. We reaffirm our support for the sancAty of life from concepAon to natural death, 
and for the rights of the unborn child. We oppose aborAon based on sex 
selecAon, convenience, or as a method of birth control. 
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C. We oppose parAal birth aborAon and we support legislaAon to abolish this 
pracAce. 

D. We oppose all aborAon.  
E. We oppose the expenditure of any Idaho taxpayer funds by any unit of 

government, including federal, state, county, and municipal government, to any 
provider of aborAon and strongly support legislaAon to enact the same.  

F. We strongly encourage adopAon as an alternaAve to aborAon and support 
legislaAon that expands opportuniAes and provides assistance to the adopAve 
process. 

Sec>on 4:  Children 

The Idaho Republican Party recognizes that children are a heritage of the Lord.  

We believe parents, not the state, have a sacred duty and a legal right to rear their 
children in love and righteousness, to provide for their temporal and spiritual needs, and 
to teach them to be law-abiding ciAzens.  

We believe biological gender to be an essenAal characterisAc of a child’s idenAty and 
purpose. We call upon parents, responsible ciAzens, and officers of government to 
promote measures that respect and protect the biological gender of children. We 
strongly oppose any person, enAty, or policy that adempts to confuse minors regarding 
their biological gender. 

ARTICLE XV.  OLDER AMERICANS  

Sec>on 1:  The Idaho Republican Party has always supported and will conAnue to 
support older Americans. The party will work to preserve and promote opportuniAes in 
America so that older Americans can provide for themselves. Those unable to care for 
themselves should have access to all services available in Idaho, whether city, county, 
state or federal.  

Sec>on 2:  We oppose policies that penalize older Americans who conAnue to work. 

ARTICLE XVI.  LAW AND ORDER WITH JUSTICE  

The Idaho Republican Party believes that individuals must be presumed innocent unAl 
proven guilty. Ajer a person is convicted of a crime, however, we believe in swij and 
just punishment for the lawbreaker and Amely payment of resAtuAon to vicAms. Courts 
and the prosecutors should conAnue to recognize the substanAal rights and interests of 
crime vicAms in the judicial process.  

Sec>on 1:  Gun Rights  

A. We support the right of the individual to keep and bear arms, as guaranteed by 
the Second Amendment of the U.S. ConsAtuAon and arAcle one secAon eleven of 
the Idaho State ConsAtuAon.  
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B. We commend efforts of organizaAons to preserve and foster that right, including 
Right-to-Carry laws.  

C. We believe the federal government should not regulate intrastate ammuniAon 
and firearms sales.  

D. We believe in protecAon of the American firearms industry against harassing 
lawsuits that blame them for the acts of criminals.  

E. We call for more enforcement of current laws against violent criminals, not more 
“gun control” aimed at law-abiding ciAzens.  

F. We strongly oppose the United States entering into any internaAonal agreements 
or treaAes which would undermine, limit or interfere with the individual right to 
own and bear arms and ammuniAon.  

G. We find that the Congress violated the 2nd amendment’s protecAons in the 1986 
Firearms’ Owners ProtecAon Act when the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Firearms (BATF) interpreted the Hughes Amendment as a prohibiAon on the 
civilian possession of any fully-automaAc firearm manufactured ajer May 19, 
1986. 

Sec>on 2:  Death Penalty  

A. We believe the death penalty is an appropriate consequence for the most 
heinous crimes, and that further reform should be made to the appellate process 
so the penalty can be carried out in a Amely process.  

Sec>on 3:  Drug Use  

A. We recognize the dreadful consequences of drug and substance abuse in our 
society, and we call upon our naAonal, state and local leaders to refocus efforts 
to discourage drug use and rehabilitate drug users. We encourage all Idaho 
ciAzens, and their religious, civic, and community organizaAons, to be acAvely 
engaged in this effort.  

B. We support creaAve alternaAve sentencing, such as drug courts, and treatment 
for nonviolent drug offenders.  

Sec>on 4:  Incarcera>on of Criminals  

A. We recognize the enormous financial burden placed upon society by criminals. 
Therefore, we support requiring inmates, to the extent they are capable, to 
perform labor or otherwise contribute to the cost of their incarceraAon.  

B. We support programming and educaAon in the correcAons system to rehabilitate 
offenders.   

Sec>on 5:  Juvenile Jus>ce  

A. We support accountability for and rehabilitaAon of juvenile offenders.  
B. We support dealing with youthful offenders early to reduce future impact to the 

welfare and correcAon systems.  

Idaho Republican Party Pla4orm  
Adopted July 16, 2022



ARTICLE XVII.  NATIONAL DEFENSE  

The Idaho Republican Party believes in peace through strength, and that having and 
keeping the strongest military in the world is essenAal to preserving our liberAes. We 
believe we should never sacrifice liberty for security and oppose any limitaAons or 
incursions on the consAtuAonal freedoms, rights, and liberAes of American ciAzens. We 
strongly support the Idaho NaAonal Guard under the command of Idaho’s governor.  

Sec>on 1:  Veterans  

We believe that America owes her conAnued freedom to the service of military veterans. 
We reinforce our commitment to providing their needs and honoring them with the 
highest degree of respect and appreciaAon.  

Sec>on 2:  Na>onal Missile Defense  

We support an effecAve NaAonal Missile Defense System to protect American ciAzens. 
We oppose efforts to re-enter the ABM Treaty or any other treaty restricAng America’s 
ability to protect itself from adack.  

Sec>on 3:  Mountain Home Air Force Base  

We support the Mountain Home Air Force Base in its vital mission in protecAng Idaho 
and the naAon. We recognize and value the economic contribuAon that the base makes 
to our State.  

Sec>on 4:  Securing the Border  

We believe that securing the naAonal border must be a priority for our country. We 
support the construcAon of a border wall along the enAre southern border of the United 
States. 

Sec>on 5:  Comba>ng Terrorism  

We support efforts to combat terrorism within the scope of the consAtuAon, including 
the use of military force.  

Sec>on 6:  Command of Forces  

We believe American combat troops should not be used as "world policemen." UN 
combat operaAons should be supported by a mulA-naAonal coaliAon, and when U. S. 
forces are commided in UN combat operaAons, the United States should retain ulAmate 
command of its forces.  

ARTICLE XVIII.  ELECTION OF JUDGES AND IDAHO SUPREME COURT JUSTICES  

The Idaho Republican Party opposes any adempt to undermine the consAtuAonal rights 
of the people to select judges and jusAces in an open and compeAAve elecAon process. 
We support the elecAon of judges in a parAsan elecAon process.  
We oppose any interpretaAon of the United States ConsAtuAon and the ConsAtuAon of 
the State of Idaho that is not rooted in principles of textualism and originalism. We 
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emphaAcally affirm that judges have a “duty to interpret statutory terms to ‘mean what 
they conveyed to reasonable people at the Ame they were wriden.’” (Bostock v. Clayton 
County, 590 U.S. ___ (2020) (Alito, J., dissenAng) 

ARTICLE XIX.  RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 

The Idaho Republican Party believes religious freedom is a fundamental human right and 
essenAal for any society or community to flourish, we oppose any efforts, state or 
federal, legislaAve, execuAve, or judicial, to limit the “free exercise of religion” by its 
ciAzens at home, their place of employment, or venues otherwise publicly available.  

We oppose any efforts by the Congress of the United States to limit the scope or 
applicability of the biparAsan Religious Freedom RestoraAon Act of 1993.
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